The Commission on Graduate Medical Education report in 1940, paved the way for emphasizing Continuing Medical Education (CME).I It was the American Academy of General Practice (now the American Academy of Family Physicians), when it was established in 1947, which required its members to attend at least 50 hours of CME courses. 2 The first demonstration of multimedia dissemination of CME was in 1948, when a closed-circuit television transmission of a surgical procedure from an operating room was shown to thousands of physicians attending its Annual Session.3
In 1961, the Advisory Committee on CME recommended the implementation of accreditation programs, and in 1968, the Physician's Recognition Award (PRA) was established. The award was initiated to encourage and recognize participation in CME activities. Today, 24 states now require a prescribed number of hours of CME credits to be reported with medical license renewal applications, while four others have rules regarding CME participation, but have no requirement for reporting.4
The established method of earning CME credit has been through participation in conferences, seminars, meetings, and workshops sponsored by academic institutions. CME credit can also be obtained by correspondence courses and through audiovisual materials. Recently, a modification of the standards was made to encourage more independent learning.4
The Internet, originally developed as a secure means of communication by the Defense Department, has attained phenomenal expansion in the last three years. Although all sectors of the Internet have achieved tremendous expansion, the fastest growing segment of the Internet has been the World Wide Web (WWW). Several factors have led to the spectacular evolution of the WWW. Developments, in both the client and server side, have contributed to the extensive surge. From the client perspective, the incorporation of images, graphics, and sound with text; the ease of navigation within a server's files and effortless links to other servers; and easy availability of WWW browsing software, have contributed to its rise. The easy and inexpensive access to server software; proliferation of editing tools for developing WWW documents; and the capability of running a Web server on desktop computers, have been major catalysts for the propagation of WWW servers.
The WWW, with its hypermedia capability, has afforded a new medium for delivering text, images, and graphics. It becomes an ideal platform for disseminating CME materials. One advantage of CME information on a WWW server, is its potential for user access on their own time (asynchronous mode). The worldwide distribution of the Internet permits an efficient method of information dispersion, one "instructor" (server) for a multitude of potential students.
The Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USUHS) Department of Pathology (http://wwwpath.usuf2.usuhs.mil) has undertaken a project to provide CME through the World Wide Web. The new feature, Cases for Diagnosis: Surgical Pathology, has been designated by the USUHS Office of Continuing Health Professional Education for 1 hour of Category 1 credit for the Physician's Recognition Award of the American Medical Association. This CME activity is considered part of Category 1 Enduring Materials for PRA purposes.
The primary goal of the project is to provide CME to uniformed services physicians especially those in remote sites in the continental United States and overseas. A secondary goal is to serve physicians and allied medical practitioners in the civilian sector. It is also intended to be a training tool for pathologists and other diagnosticians. Their skills in formulating a differential diagnosis through images on a computer monitor instead of the traditional microscope-based diagnosis or through direct physical contact are developed. This site may also be used as a forum for exchanging diagnostic opinions on interesting or difficult, nonemergency cases from other pathologists or diagnosticians worldwide. Physicians can transmit digitized images through the Internet, which can then be archived on the WWW server and be accessible to pathologists worldwide. This project concurs with the Department of Defense and the Army Surgeon General's initiative on Telemedicine. It is envisioned that this project will extend to all medical and allied medical specialties in the future.
With a World Wide Web browser like Netscape or Mosaic, a physician can get to this hypermedia module containing patient radiographs, imaging studies, gross and microscopic specimen photographs, presented with patient case histories in a case study page. The thumbnail images initially shown, are linked to larger 24-bit images. Links to a question page, an evaluation summary page and other relevant pages are provided.
Participants must return a question and evaluation form to USUHS to receive credit. A convenient response page linked to every case is easily accomplished. A certificate of participation is sent through e-mail to responders. Two weeks after the initial presentation of a case, a diagnosis and case discussion page is posted. 
